
RTO/ERO celebrates 50 years of serving members in 2018. 
The Executive of Hastings and Prince Edward – District 19 
held a celebration Dinner at the Golden Valley Restaurant in 
Trenton on Thursday, January 18. The current executive 
along with past Presidents Ruth Morris and Janet Marissen, 
recent past executive members Dee Doran and Harry 
Marissen and David Kendall representing the Provincial 
Committee enjoyed the opportunity to reminisce about 
some of the many interesting times we have shared as 
Executive Members.  Each District received a June Szeman 
Memorial Award to be presented to an Executive Member in appreciation for excellent leadership and dedication to the 
goals of the district. The selection of Ron Roste to receive this award was unanimous as he has worked tirelessly for the 
membership for many years. Ron doesn’t miss many meetings but was away the day we had the discussion, so was taken 
by surprise with the presentation. I never thought I’d see the day Ron would be at a loss for words – even if only for a 
moment! We thank you Ron for your many, many hours of dedication to the work of RTO/ERO.  

 

ADVANCE NOTICE FOR THE MAY 23 AGM 

May 23rd will be a “Sense-ational” day at the General Meeting of RTO/ERO.   To delight our 
senses of sight, smell and touch we are pleased to welcome Jennifer Nash of Prosperity Acres - 
a family run nursery on Harmony Road.  Jennifer will share with us her  passion for, and 
knowledge of, plants and her skill in  creating beautiful arrangements – especially potted 
plantings.  If you are looking for fresh ideas this is the place to be. There is plenty of time to add 
beauty to your yard or balcony.  To soothe us though our sense of hearing  we are pleased to 
welcome Louise Forde with her easy listening, folk music style of singing. Hot buffet, door 
prizes.  More details to follow in April but be sure to reserve the date!  
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A Message from the President... 

Greetings: 

How quickly the seasons fly by. Once again I am grateful to see winter coming to an 
end and am eagerly looking forward to the numerous signs of spring that are just 
around the corner. This year is an important one for RTO/ERO, as we celebrate our 
50th Anniversary. The Provincial Committee has been working on plans over the last 
two years and Districts are celebrating in a variety of ways. Don’t miss reading the 
many write-ups in Renaissance and check out the back cover of the Winter Issue for 50th Anniversary 
Items for Sale. Districts received a special Memorial Award in memory of June Szeman, a recent Past 
President and member of the Anniversary Committee who passed away last June. The award will be 
described in this issue, along with an account of the presentation to Ron Poste for his many years of  

dedication to our organization.       Maxine Walker, President 

At May Senate, District 19 Executive member Marg Werkhoven, Chair of The Prince Edward 
Community Care for Seniors Association, was presented with a $25 000 cheque from Joanne 
Murphy, Past President of RTO/ERO and current Chair of the RTO/ERO Foundation.  

The Foundation was established in 2011 with the support of its founding benefactor, the 
Retired Teachers of Ontario, and inspired by the philanthropic spirit of retired teachers and 
other members of the education community. The Foundation aims to enhance the quality of 
life for aging adults through the funding of aging research, training in geriatrics and 
gerontology and community-based programs to address social isolation in older adults.   

In 2014 the Foundation established the RTO/ERO Chair in Geriatric Medicine at the University 
of Toronto, and continues to raise funds for innovative approaches to enhancing the lives of 
aging adults across Ontario and beyond. This is the first year that the Foundation has provided 
funding for multi-projects across the province. $100 000 has been awarded to support projects 
in Guelph, London, Ottawa and Prince Edward County.  We are especially proud, of course, 
that our small rural District was successful in its grant application!  

The project in Prince Edward County involves a partnership among Prince Edward Community 
Care for Seniors Association, the PEC Fire Department, the PE detachment of the OPP, Hastings
-Quinte Paramedic Services, Rural Mail Couriers (CUPW), Public Libraries of PEC and the PE 
Family Health Team. 

With the help of these partners, isolated seniors will be identified and invited to participate in 
a series of presentations at nine municipal halls and the Community Care office. Students will 
be engaged at the presentations to participate in the social time. The community partners will 
be evaluating and promoting programs such as the Mail Couriers Alert Program and the Home 
Alone Program, formerly managed by the OPP. 

“Social isolation is a major contributor to poor health of older adults,” says Joanne Murphy. That is why it is a priority area for us to 
fund local community projects with potential to be replicated in other communities across Canada.” 

The Executive of District 19 RTO/ERO is very pleased to support this important local demonstration project, which will show how 
community agencies and volunteers can work together to improve the lives of seniors, not only in Prince Edward/Hastings but in other 
RTO/ERO districts as well. The projectt also serves to demonstrate for members at the local district level the value of the decision 
made by the Senate in 2011 to establish the Foundation. A Foundation which all of us can support with charitable donations! 

 

The photo shows, Isolde Lister (left) and 
Suzanne Mossman. Isolde is a member of RTO 
who taught business at George Vanier High 
School in North York. Isolde lives in Picton. 
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RTO District 19 is currently partnering with Christ Church Anglican, Belleville to help students learn to read at 
Prince Charles Public School.  About a dozen volunteers, half from RTO and half from Christ Church, go into the 
school twice a week over a six week period to read with students in 
Grades 1-4. The retired teachers come from both the elementary 
and secondary panel (Maxine Walker, Sheila Himburg, Ronuk 
Thackray, Ruth Boyce, Diane Turrall, John Emerson and Marg 
Werkhoven). The church members come from various backgrounds. 
All the volunteers share a desire to help young people learn to read! 

Each volunteer works with 2 students selected by their teachers for 
30 minutes at a time. The school’s Resource Teacher, Heather 
Yearwood, has created resource “bins” which include books, 
language games and lists of sight words for the volunteers to use. 
Heather also provides a brief orientation and ongoing support. 
Teachers and admin staff have been very appreciative of the 
support provided by the volunteers. So appreciative that they 
invited us all to the school’s Christmas Dinner! Those who are 
volunteering believe they are making an important contribution 
both to the eager-to-learn students with whom they work – and to 
their own sense of well-being.  

Between mid-October 2017 and January 31, 2018, twelve volunteers 
in the 1-1 Literacy Support Program provided 193 half-hours of 
support for 27 students.  If you are interested in learning more about this important initiative – or helping out at 
Prince Charles or at another elementary school, please contact Marg Werkhoven at springpark2@hotmail.com 
or any of the other RTO members listed above.  All you need is a completed vulnerable criminal check, some 
available time that you can commit and a desire to help.  

At its meeting of February 12, 2018, the District Executive approved motions to support this programme in two 
ways: a $500.00 donation to students’ reading supplies in the program at the end of the year, and the 
determination that project will form the basis for this year’s Project Service to Others application.   

In addition to the Insurance Plans Booklet the RTO Health and Insurance Services Committee provides answers 
to the frequently asked questions by its members. The answers to the questions have been well researched. 
Some of these questions and answers will be featured in our District Newsletter. 

Question: 

I’m turning 65 this year, so I’ll be eligible for the provincial drug program. Do I 
need to maintain my Extended Health Care coverage? 

Answer: 

Yes. While the Ontario Drug Benefit (ODB) Program provides coverage for certain drugs, more than half of the 
prescription drugs available in the Canadian market today are not covered by ODB. In addition, the RTO/ERO 
Extended Health Care Plan covers much more than just prescription drugs. For example: vision care, 15 different 
paramedical practitioners, private duty nursing, and travel coverage (including trip cancellation and 
interruption/delay), just to name a few. 

BOOK REVIEW... 

Have you wondered how so many of the poor white voters of the American rust belt came to vote for 
Donald Trump in 2016?  

On the surface, Hillbilly Elegy could be read as the account of one man's rise from a childhood in a 
small working-class Ohio town, through the Marines and law school to middle-class comfort in 
adulthood.  It could be read as just another American dream memoir.  But, there is more to this book. 

J. D. Vance grew up in a family of transplanted Appalachian hillbillies. Shortly after World War II, his 
grandparents fled the poverty of Kentucky to find work in an Ohio steel-town. He shares his experiences of the culture 
within his family and the community.  As a teenager, he worked as a cashier at the local grocery store.  He began to notice 
that there were two categories of poor. He noticed that the customers on social assistance, using food stamps, come 
through the line-up talking on their cell phones. He, as a member of the working poor, could not afford a cell phone.  Later, 
J. D. worked in a warehouse. He noticed that although unemployment was rampant, the business owner could not find 
workers. J.D.'s contemporaries were not willing to get up in the morning, arrive on time or put in a day's work to earn a pay 
cheque. They preferred the dole. 

After high school, J. D. served  in the Marines, earned an undergrad degree and attended Yale Law School on scholarship. In 
each new environment, he was immersed in a new culture allowing him to  reflect upon his sense of self, his family, his 
values, his world-view.  He gained perspective on his life experiences and American society as a whole.  

Ultimately, he sees that while he may have  achieved the American dream,  the people of his childhood have largely given 
up. The American white working class is a culture in crisis.  They feel that they have little control over their lives and they 
are willing to blame others rather than themselves. Treat yourself to this compelling, informative read. 

Review written by: Irene Hiebert 
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In Memoriam 2017 

 Express Your Congratulations to 

Ruth Boyce  at an Open House 

in honour of her 90th birthday 

Sunday, April 8, 2018     1 p.m. -  4 p.m. 

at the Gerry Masterson Township of  

Thurlow Community Centre, 516 Harmony Road 

Best Wishes Only 

GOOD NEWS!! The application date for 

submission of Project – Service to Others 
Scholarship Applications has been extended 
and is now the close of business on 
Thursday, March 15, 2018.  The application 
and information can be found at  https://
www.rto-ero.org/program-services.  Don't 
miss this opportunity if you have someone 
who could qualify to receive this funding. 
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