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Spring is in the air, well if you live in the deep south like Prince Edward  
County that is,  but after our last visit to St. Ola I'm not certain that spring 
will actually arrive this year.   
 

In my initial newsletter I talked about the executive's wishes to increase member involvement in  
our local RTO. We were successful in attracting some new members from the County and are hopeful to have 
increased participation from the northern area after our Bancroft meeting.  
 

Please give some thought to becoming more active in RTO. If you are interested in putting your name forward 
you may contact me or any executive member prior to the meeting or volunteer or be nominated at the Annual 
Meeting, May 22, 2019 at Maranatha Church, Belleville. 

As this is the final newsletter until the Fall, I would be remiss if I did not  express my sincere appreciation to all of 
our executive members for all of the work that has been accomplished. We have, in my opinion, an excellent 
team of volunteers taking care of  business on your behalf! 

Remember your ideas, questions and participation are always very welcome. We hope to have an excellent turn 
out at the Annual Meeting, May 22.  

An expression that I have heard on the “Moose FM”, (Bancroft) “Water on the water and beer on the pier.”   

Have a safe and wonderful summer!   See you at the Annual Meeting.  Bill Edwards 613 476 7901   
           wsedwards@sympatico.ca 

We in the edbiz often were reminded of the old saying, “ The mind can only absorb as the behind can endure.”  
Not so for DocFest this year: after viewing nine of the fifty quality documentaries during the three-day film 
festival, March 1-3, I managed to transcend the posterior pain to arrive at the conclusion that the annual  
DocFest is an experience not to be missed!   

The organizers graciously provided the RTO exec with two passes, and, short of camping there, I took full 
advantage.  DocFest opened  with the gala film “Gurrumul,” a biopic introducing us to the spectacular voice and 
brief life of Australian Aboriginal singer Geoffrey Garrumul.   

The highlight for me was the opportunity to watch “Expo 67: Mission Impossible”  with an old friend with whom, 
as 17-year-olds, growing up in West Island Montreal, I went several times to one of the most spectacular fairs the 
world has seen.  Talk about nostalgia – and yes, we went to other Expo features beside the beer gardens!   

Other than  the entertainment value, DocFest opens our eyes to the world, engages us in other cultural 
experiences, and challenges us to think about the dilemmas faced by humanity.  The weekend ended with two 
spectacular documentaries, “Anthropocene” and “Free Solo,” the Academy-Award-winning documentary about 
mountain-climber Alex Honnold’s death-defying, vertigo-inducing solo climb of 3000-foot El Capitan in Yosemite 
National Park, the most spectacular rock wall in the world.  As he climbed the almost-vertical rock wall, you could 
hear a pin drop in the packed Empire Theatre.  

I would be remiss in not mentioning that several of our RTO members were involved as volunteers  in the 
organization, selection of the films, and the running of the festival.  All in all, a stimulating weekend of 
entertainment.         Submitted by Gerry Watts  
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My sister and I just returned from a trip to Tanzania organized 

by Brent and Karen Taylor of Marlin Travel. We went on safari 

through Tarangire National Park, explored the Serengeti both 

from the air in a hot-air balloon and on the ground in open-air 

vans, saw the Ngorongoro Crater from the top to the bottom 

and ended our 2 weeks with a 4 day stay at a Zanzibar resort on 

the Indian Ocean. Of course, we saw Africa's "big 

five" (elephants, lions, cape buffalo, rhinos and leopards) along 

the way as well as thousands of flamingoes on Lake Burunge, a Masai village, and the UNESCO World Heritage 

Site of Stone Town, the capital of Zanzibar. The memory that will linger longest though will be of the Tanzanian 

people - vibrant in dress and joyous in spirit. 

Brent and Karen enjoyed the experience so much (as did the 14 

others in our group) that they plan to make a return visit to 

Tanzania in 2020. They also are working on escorted trips to 

Costa Rica/the Panama Canal and the Dalmatia Coast in 2020. 

They look after 

the planning 

before the trip 

and all the big, 

and little, 

organizational 

details during the trip. Worth a call if you are interested 

(brent.taylor @marlintravel.ca). There are also lots of great 

pictures on their Facebook page. 

            - Margaret Werkhoven, Executive Member 

We are aware that many of our members travel and we would welcome your reflections on your journeys.  

We also know that there are some interesting spots / trips that may not be that far afield but which were 

particularly memorable to you - we would like to hear of these too. (250  words in either a Word document or 

a PDF).  Send your articles to wsedwards@sympatico.ca 



WANTED!!!!! 
In order to keep our organization relevant and vibrant we need YOU. We are looking for volunteers who would be 
interested in joining the Executive for the coming year.  There will be several openings on the Executive, as there are 3 
members leaving this year. We thank them for their service and hope some new faces will come forward. You can either 
volunteer yourself, or if you know someone who is willing to be nominated, put their name forward. Some areas we need 
help with are Secretary, Good Will, as part of the Newsletter Committee and with the Federal 
Election coming in the fall, the Political Action Committee will be a busy one, or you may wish to 
shadow someone to familiarize yourself with the workings of the Executive.  There are 5 executive 
meetings a year, followed by a Newsletter Stuffing Meeting 2 weeks later. It is a great group to work 
with and all contributions of help are welcome. 

If you would like more information about the various roles or to put your name forward,   
feel free to give me a call – Maxine 613-969-0942 or email me at  maxine.walker@sympatico.ca   

Elections will be held at the District Annual Meeting on May 22, 2019. 

THE LUMINARIES 
By Eleanor Catton 

Are you looking for a novel that is really well written?  A substantial and engaging one that 
will hold your attention? A novel, so captivating, that the reader looks up to see that 100 pag-
es have gone by? 

Although Eleanor Catton's The Luminaries won the 2013 Man Booker Prize, its 832-page 
length can seem intimidating.  One reviewer describes it as a door-stopper of a tome. 

The story is set in 1860's Hokitika, New Zealand, during the gold rush.  Fortune-seekers from 
around the world have descended upon the small village, hoping to strike it rich. 

In the opening chapter, our newly-arrived narrator enters a hotel meeting room to sense that 
he has stumbled into a prearranged gathering of twelve disparate men. There is much that 
has brought these men together: connections, inter-connections, good guys, bad guys, gold, opium, greed, a shipwreck, a 
fallen woman, a seance, astrology, murder, and more. Sound complicated? 

The plot is indeed very complicated but it works brilliantly,  pulling the reader right along.  As each piece of the puzzle is 
revealed, the reader feels it click firmly into place.  As the conclusion approaches, the pace picks up and the love-story 
comes into focus.   

London, Ontario-born Catton wrote The Luminaries when she was 27 years old and won the Man Booker at age 28.  She is 
the youngest recipient in the history of the prize, and deservedly so:  this lady can write. 
           - Submitted by Irene Hiebert 

 

I Regret Nothing in my life, even if my past was full of hurt, I still look back and smile. 
Because It made me who I am today. 

In Memoriam September 2018 - March 2019 

Richard Brewer 
 
Peter Franklin “Frank” Chapman 
 
Patricia Chapman 
 
Lola Clarke 
 
Phyllis Closson 

Donna Corrigan 
 
Clare Flagler 
 
Peter Hickey 
 
Susan Hillis 
 
William MacKay 

Richard Maki 
 
Hugh McShane 
 
Yvonne Patry 
 
Grace Preston 

Mary Shipton 
 
Germaine St. Louis-McConnell 
 
Margaret Walsh 
 
Diane White 

mailto:maxine.walker@sympatico.ca


DATES TO REMEMBER – RTO: 

March 28  All affiliate meeting to discuss activities RE: Federal Election 

April 4   Executive Meeting 

April 18  Newsletter stuffing activity 

April 14-15  Presidents' Workshop (Toronto) 

May 9   Special Meeting in Bancroft 

May 22  District 19 Annual General Meeting & Elections 

May 27-29  Provincial Annual Meeting (Toronto) 

Oct 26                   Retirement Planning Workshop      

District 19 Executive On The Road Again 

As this edition of The Chronicle goes to press, your local District Executive is planning another road trip, this time to North 
Hastings to talk to members about how the Executive can better serve members in the north end of District 19.   

At the beginning of April, 48 members residing in Bancroft and the surrounding area received email invitations to join us on 
Thursday, May 9 at the Bancroft Curling Club, 63 Newkirk Boulevard in Bancroft at 1:00 pm for some social time and 
discussion about RTO and district programs and services.  As well, the 48 members will receive individualized  invitations 
mailed to them. 

The idea to continue visiting all corners of the district this year was a result of a very successful September meeting in 
Prince Edward County that led to several attendees coming to our fall meeting.  The Annual General Meeting in the spring 
and the Fall Meeting have been held over the last few years in Belleville at the Maranatha Church because it is centrally 
located and the facilities are ideal for catering, presentations, and entertainment.   

Most of those attending are from the Belleville area, with a few from Quinte West and Prince Edward County.  Our hope is 
that our regional meetings will result in increased attendance and involvement. 

Our information suggests that our senior members want programs that address social isolation located closer to their 
homes; often they need transportation to attend programs of interest to them.  Our visit to North Hastings is a part of our 
ongoing effort this year to engage in discussion with more of you closer to where you live.   

We will continue to update you on the results of our road trips, and we look forward to the opportunity to hear from you. 

                                 - Submitted by Gerry Watts 

Mark Your Calendar for May 22, 2019.   
Make plans to attend the spring meeting for your local RTO unit. Hear and see what has been/is taking place locally on your 
behalf.  Be entertained.  Be well fed.  Eric Lindberg will take us with him on a bicycle tour across Canada. Eric did this bike 
ride to raise funds for Cancer treatment and/or research.  Tony Silvestri will treat us to some wonderful music.  Tony is a 
Singer, Songwriter, Guitarist and Piano virtuoso. He has shared the stage with some big names in the music industry and 
also has recorded an album produced by Rob Baker of  The Tragically Hip. Barn and Country Catering will provide a  
hot buffet meal at noon.  Please note the return to the earlier start time for this meeting.   

 

Name:................................................                         Phone: ….......................... 
 

 Guest:.................................................    **New Member.................................. 
 

I enclose my cheque for:  $ ...................  For …........ Tickets at $20.00 per ticket 
 

** Registration Fee will be refunded at the door when the new member signs a membership card.  Meeting is at the 
Maranatha Church, 100 College St. W.,  Belleville, ON.  9:00am: Registration     9:30am: Meeting    12:00 noon:  Hot Buffet   

Keynote Presentation:  Eric Lindberg      Entertainment:  Music by Toni Silvestri   
**New members who have recently joined are invited to attend without charge.“I am a “new” RTO member and would like 

to register without charge”.  Please make cheque payable to “RTO District 19” and send the completed form and cheque 
to:  Sheila Himburg,  91 Sarah Court, Belleville, K8P 0B3    



Over the last three years, RTO/ERO has been making the transition from a Provincial Executive/Senate 
Governance Model to a Board of Directors/Senate model. These changes in the way RTO is governed were 
necessary to ensure compliance with Canada's Not-For-Profit Corporations Act (CNCA). In October 2017, Senate 
adopted By-Law No. 2018-1 and Policies to replace the RTO/ERO Provincial Constitution. 

Subsequently, all RTO/ERO districts, including District 19, were required to amend their district constitutions to 
reflect the new provincial by-law and policies. The Provincial Governance Committee created a model District 
Governance document to assist districts.  

The necessary changes have been made to District 19's Constitution (or Governance as it is now called) and have 
been vetted by the Provincial Governance Committee. 

Changes to our previous constitution require a two-thirds approval vote at our upcoming AGM. Several copies 
will be available for viewing, questions and comments at the meeting. You may read the document before the 
meeting by accessing it at our website: district19.rto-ero.org.  

If you have questions about the document before the AGM, you may contact Marg Werkhoven 
(springpark2@hotmail.com) or Bill Edwards (wsedwards@sympatico.ca). 

District 19 offers 2 awards to its membership.  

The Distinguished Member Award is awarded to a member in recognition of outstanding and/or long-term 
contributions to the work of RTO/ERO at the District or Provincial level. 

The Distinguished Community Service Award is presented to a member who has provided outstanding or long
-term service as a volunteer in their community. 

Recipients are acknowledged at the Annual Meeting in May and presented with a plaque and a $500 cheque 
made payable to the charity of their choice. Please contact Marg Werkhoven by phone (613 968 7392) or 
email (springpark2@hotmail.com) if you wish to nominate someone for either of these awards. The deadline 
for nominations for the Distinguished Member Award has passed for this year. The deadline for nominations 
for the Distinguished Community Service Award is May 1, 2019. 

We know there are many worthy recipients of the awards in our District!   

Nominate someone today. 

Ivan Juricevic – District Health Representative 

In addition to the Insurance Plans Booklet the RTO Health and Insurance Benefits Committee 

provides answers to the frequently asked questions by its members. The answers to the 

questions have been well researched. 

Question:  Will a change in my medication within the 90 days prior to my date of depar-

ture affect my out-of- province/Canada travel coverage? 

Unlike the majority of travel plans in the market today, a change in medication, dosage or 

usage may not mean that the condition would be excluded from coverage under the RTO/ERO Travel Plans. How-

ever, if you also experienced a change/deterioration in your condition, or are awaiting on the results of diagnos-

tics, then any claims resulting from that condition may be excluded. 



Keeping Track of Politics 

Both the provincial and national political venues are currently of interest to RTO/ERO members.  In Ontario 
drastic “improvements” in education are of special concern.  The Provincial RTO/ERO Board has contacted 
Premier Ford about these concerns and has asked for a meeting with him to “help the government find 
education change strategies that are fiscally sound while remaining focussed on Ontario’s graduates being 
among the best in the world”.   

Our local District 19 Executive has decided to share these concerns with M.P.P. Todd Smith, our representative at 
Queen’s Park.   Also, we are interested in a motion being brought forward to Senate by District 28: “that the 
RTO/ERO Board take action to challenge the changes to the educational system planned by the Provincial 
Government in a meaningful and transparent manner”. 

Federally, an important election is pending, and the Executive has decided to once again spearhead interested 
educational groups to sponsor all candidates’ meetings in Wellington, Napanee and Bancroft.   

We would like candidates to address specific questions posed concerning education and items of interest to 
retired and senior persons.        Political Advocacy -  Harry Marissen 

Local RTO/ERO district backs reading nook for high-risk students 
 

BELLEVILLE, Feb. 7, 2019 – At Prince Charles Public School in Belleville, students gather in a special reading nook 
in the library. It’s an inviting environment with comfy furniture just for the young children. The reading space is 
made possible by a group of dedicated teachers – not current ones, but District 19 Hastings and Prince Edward of 
the Retired Teachers of Ontario (RTO/ERO). 

A $4,000 grant from District 19 has funded the creation of the space, which is part of a literacy support program 
for high-risk students. The funding is part of RTO/ERO’s annual Project – Service to Others (PSTO). Districts apply 
for individual projects (education-related or other community initiatives) that support a local, national or 
international program. Up to $4,000 per project is available.  

Each fall, a committee of RTO/ERO members assesses the merits of each PSTO submission. For 2018, RTO/ERO 
funded 22 projects for a total of almost $80,000. These projects range from assistance 
to cancer patients, to elder abuse education support, to sanitation improvements for a 
school in Tanzania. 

“With the space in the library, students and volunteers can read together to build the 
children’s skills and confidence,” says William Edwards, President, District 19 Hastings 
and Prince Edward, RTO/ERO. “That helps to develop proficient learners, which has 
been and continues to be so important to our members.” 

In addition to the funding, several RTO/ERO members volunteer in the program. The 
retired educators use their experience to make a real difference for the beginning 
readers. “The PSTO grant program highlights the many ways that RTO/ERO members 
care about their communities and continue to serve them,” says Martha Foster, the chair of the board at RTO/
ERO.  


