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A Message from the President... 
Greetings 

Another fall is upon us, and the RTO Fall Dinner is just around the corner. The  
information about the dinner is included in this issue of the Newsletter. Check it  
out and mark the date – October 26th on your calendar. Since Dee Doran has  
resigned from the Executive, Kay Dobec has agreed to look after your registration  
as well as be the friendly face who greets you on arrival.  This is always a great opportunity to visit with former colleagues 
and friends, and to make new acquaintances. Hope to see you at the meeting! 

Your Executive works hard on your behalf. There will be several trips to Toronto in the next few weeks for various members 
of the Executive. October 1,2 sees Bill Edwards, Maxine Walker (Senators) and Marg Werkhoven (Constitution Committee) 
attending a Governance Workshop in order to be knowledgeable when voting at Senate. October 23 – 25 sees these same 
people plus Mike Walsh (Observer) attending the Fall Senate. Marg will be one of the speakers at the meeting. 

Mike Walsh has been busy with the planning of this year’s Retirement Planning Workshop, scheduled for November 6 at 
Quinte Secondary School. If you know of someone who is planning to retire in the next five years encourage them to 
attend. This is an excellent workshop to get people thinking about what they need to do to be ready, or to act as a checklist 
if they are ready to retire.               

Maxine Walker, President 

Voices From The Past…  District 19  Hastings & Prince Edward  1973-1993 
 

On December 3, 1973 fifteen people met in Belleville to organize as District 19 of the Superannuated Teachers of Ontario.  
Elections resulted in the following officers: 

 President    Lawrence Kells   Director      V. Carswell 
 Vice-President    Dorothy Blakely   Director      Russ Perkin 
 Secretary-Treasurer Jean Naismith   Senator      James Musgrove 
  

Peterborough was included in District 19 when the districts were formed by the provincial STO.  September 7, 1974, was the first 
annual meeting and membership was 27 Prince Edward County, 77 Peterborough, and 116 Hastings.  Word was received that 
Peterborough had organized its own Unit.  In 1976 Peterborough became part of District 18, leaving District 19 as Hastings and 
Prince Edward. 
 

Many items of the early years continue to be of concern twenty years later.  These include: 

 - the need for membership growth   - the importance of our health plan 
 - the importance of an informed membership  - OTF works for us but we have no representation in OTF 
 

Over the years, a few District 19 members have served us at the provincial level.  Dorothy Blakely served ten years on the Health 
Committee, many of them as chairperson.  The late W. James Musgrove was chairman of the Budget Committee.  Linton Read 
was on the Good Will Committee.  Bill MacKay now represents us on the Budget Committee. 
 

A list of the presidents of District 19 is attached.  District 19 STO Presidents: 

1973 Lawrence Kells  1978  Lamoine West  1982 James Musgrove 1988 Helen Jones 
1975  Dorothy Blakely  1979 Mary Pope  1983 Ethel Tooley  1990 Frank Tate 
1976 Russ Perkin  1980  Fred Beckley  1984 Paul Burd  1992 Bill MacKay 
1977 Merritt Hackett  1981 Grace Morton  1986 Linton Read  1993 Bill MacKay 
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AWARDS COMMITTEE – 2018 

What do Ron Poste, Ruth Morris, Rick MacIvor, Marg Werkhoven, Kay Dobec and Dee Doran all have in common 
besides being retired teachers and members of RTO/ERO District 19? 

They are all recipients of the Distinguished Member Award. This award was presented to each of them over the 
last several years for their outstanding and or long term contributions to the work of  RTO/ERO at the local and/
or Provincial level. Several of these members continue to make valuable contributions on your behalf. 

The Executive will be receiving nominations from the members of the District until March 1, 2018. Simply 
contact any of the current executive members or Bill Edwards at wsedwards@sympatico.ca or 613 476 6901. 

A few years ago the executive initiated the Distinguished Community Service Award. It may be presented yearly 
to a member of the District who has provided outstanding or long term service as a volunteer in the community. 
Nominations for this award follow the same procedures as above.  ~ Chair: Bill Edwards 

TRAVEL NEWS ~ Michael Roberts 

Several years ago we (RTO District 19) organized and sent bus trips to Blue Jays Games, the Stratford  Theatre 
and the craft show in Ottawa. Then the government said we had to have TICO licence to organize trips. So we 
didn’t send any trips for a couple of years, as we did not have a TICO licence. Three years ago we thought we 
would send a bus trip to Stratford theatre having Franklin Tours organize trips to Stratford. This would cover the 
law for a TICO licence as Franklin Tours have said licence. The first year we had 34 people on the bus trip and it 
was great success. However this year and last year we did not get the numbers to send a bus trip to Stratford. 
This year only 14 people signed up. As a result the trips had to be cancelled and the executive have decided that 
we will not plan any future bus trips. 

 As this trip was cancelled by Franklin Tours those who made a deposit or paid for the trip will get a complete 
refund. This brings up the question of trip cancellation. In this case as the trip was in your home province, trip 
cancellation is not applicable. Your trip must be OUT OF PROVINCE to claim trip cancellation or trip interruption 
and to claim either please check the RTO Group Benefits Program booklet.  You should also be aware that you 
must be enrolled in the Extended Health Care plan to have Out Province and Outside Canada health coverage. 
Again, this can be checked in your RTO booklet -  phone the RTO office 1 800 361 9888 or Johnson Plan Benefits 
Service 1 877 406 9007 if you have any questions. 



“Several District 19 RTO 
members enjoy a 25th 
Belleville Collegiate 
reunion celebration on 
September 8."  

 

 

 

RTO members who get 
together with other members 
regularly or on special 
occasions are encouraged to 
share their pictures with 
colleagues by submitting them 
to the Chronicle!  

Life always offers you a second chance.   ~   It’s called tomorrow! 



“It’s my strong belief that we need to remember that 
heritage isn’t free. It has been hard-earned by the 
generations who have gone before us. And it is a great 
storehouse of wisdom we can draw upon when enduring 
issues such as war, immigration, treatment of minorities, 
recessions, etc. come before us again. My hope is that we 
build upon these experiences to resolve longstanding issues 
that couldn’t be resolved in past times, but perhaps can be 
in the future. ” 

Peter Lockyer was raised on a small farm in Picton. Like many County kids, he left in the late 1960s to go to university - first 
at Memorial University in St. John’s, Newfoundland and then Carleton University in Ottawa - earning a Masters of 
Journalism degree. His thesis topic was the rise and fall of the canning industry in his hometown of Prince Edward County, 
once the centre of the industry in Canada. This research encouraged his lifelong interest in local history. 

Peter worked as a radio and television journalist for CBC at locations across Canada and in Europe. Later, he became an 
independent producer travelling extensively throughout the world to document Canada’s relief and development projects, 
and working as a communications consultant and media trainer for federal government departments. He returned to 
Prince Edward County in 2000 to care for aging parents, and began working with local community groups to restore 
heritage properties, celebrate anniversary events, and to promote local history. 

In 2004, he formed his company History Lives Here Inc. The company has 10 experienced associates across Eastern Ontario 
who are specialists in the areas of strategic communications, event planning, fundraising and sponsorships, marketing and 
multimedia. The company works with communities throughout Eastern Ontario to help them celebrate their heritage, and 
to transform their history into a suite of heritage products - such as walking and bus tours, crafts, conferences, special 
events and foodstuffs - retailed to consumers so that this local history becomes an economic driver.  

One of the products the company has developed is a television series called The History Moments, short stories 
showcasing the history of Eastern Ontario communities. The series plays on regional television and cable stations, on 
WPBS in Watertown, New York, online on tourism websites, before movies at area theatres, and is distributed into local 
libraries and schools as learning resources. Peter is with us today to talk about the importance of history and to share 
some of the stories from the series.  

OCTOBER 26, 2017 LUNCHEON REGISTRATION FORM 
Deadline for registration/refund: October 12, 2017 

 

Name:  ……………………………………….…………………………    Phone:  …………………...…………………….. 
 

Guest:  ………………………………………...………………..   **New Member  …….……………...………………. 

 **Registration fee refunded at the door when the new member signs a membership card  

AND the NEW MEMBER’S lunch is also free!!!* 

I enclose my cheque for: $……...….. For …..…. Tickets at $20.00 per ticket 

*New members who have joined recently are invited to attend without charge. “I am a “new” RTO member and would like 

to register without charge”.  I am enclosing the invitation/coupon I received. New members have received a voucher for their meal.   

9:00-9:30: Gathering & Socializing              9:30: Meeting Begins                 Entertainment:  Instant Rivalry  

Please make cheques payable to “RTO District 19” and send to Kay Dobec, 34 Tracey St., Belleville, ON  K8P 2R5 


