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A Message from the President... 

Greetings! 

I hope you are enjoying summer – sunny days, birds chirping and beautiful,  
colourful flowers and shrubs. (I have made the assumption that summer  
has arrived by now and that water levels are down if you live in one of the areas that experienced  
flooding.) In May, Ron Poste – Senator 2, Sheila Himburg – Observer, and myself – Senator 1 attended the Spring 
Senate in Toronto. Marg Werkhoven was in attendance as one of the speakers. As usual there was lots of healthy 
discussion. This session saw Motions being passed in order to provide the guidelines for the  necessary 
Constitutional changes to be written to move forward with the new Governance model. They will be approved at 
the Fall Senate.  It was exciting to see Marg Werkhoven accept the $25000 cheque for the Prince Edward County 
Project. You can read Marg’s explanation in this edition.  Jim Grieve, our Executive Director, visited our District at 
the May General meeting. His message was informative and very entertaining. Your executive for 2017 – 2018 
was elected at the meeting. Did you know our organization will be celebrating 50 years of serving members in 
2018? Districts across the province will be organizing special events to mark this. Watch for more information in 
upcoming editions of our newsletter. If you have any suggestions you would like to put forward please email me 
at maxinewalker@cogeco.ca or call me at 613-969-0942. I look forward to hearing your ideas.       

            Maxine Walker 

Voices From The Past…  (excerpts from the Hastings and Prince Edward RTO newsletter archives) 

 The Annual Meeting of District 19 of the Superannuated Teachers of Ontario will be held on Saturday, May 28 at 9:15 in Centennial 
 Secondary School. The cost of the lunch will be $5.00. Please complete and return the form to Mrs. Edna Bell… (May 1983) 

 At the Senate meeting last month, President Lawson Orser noted these four important facts: 

1. Superannuated Ontario teachers live longer than the average Canadian; 

2. we have the best health plan of any educational group in Canada; 

3. we have the best pension plan in Canada; 

4. the average income of superannuated Ontario teachers is two and half times that of most Canadians. How lucky we are. 

(December, 1986) 

 Report from Senate re balancing the budget: The proposed budget was presented without explanation of many items. Since some
 of the committee had grossly overspent their allotment, the members were definitely upset and expressed themselves at great  
 length. (December, 1987) 

 From the President Helen Jones: At the direction of our Provincial Executive, we are supporting active teachers in their negotiation 
 with the government concerning pension contributions. I have contacted the teachers here, and assured them of our co-operation. 
 (April, 1989) 

 Bill MacKay, our present Travel Representative, would welcome any suggestions you might have as to trips or tours that might  
 interest you. Just drop him a note at RR5 Belleville. (May, 1989) 

 And finally, here’s a cheery thought from Centre Hastings: (April 1988) 
               My hearing aid is excellent. 
               My dentures never pain. 
               Bifocals fit me splendidly; 
               But I sometimes miss my brain. 
 

Save the Date:  Fall General 
Meeting - Maranatha Church 

– October 26, 2017 
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At May Senate, District 19 Executive member Marg Werkhoven, Chair of The Prince Edward Community Care for Seniors 
Association, was presented with a $25 000 cheque from Joanne Murphy, Past President of RTO/ERO and current Chair of 
the RTO/ERO Foundation.  

The Foundation was established in 2011 with the support of its founding benefactor, the Retired Teachers of Ontario, and 
inspired by the philanthropic spirit of retired teachers and other members of the education community. The Foundation 
aims to enhance the quality of life for aging adults through the funding of aging research, training in geriatrics and 
gerontology and community-based programs to address social isolation in older adults.   

In 2014 the Foundation established the RTO/ERO Chair in Geriatric Medicine at the University of Toronto, and continues 
to raise funds for innovative approaches to enhancing the lives of aging adults across Ontario and beyond. This is the first 
year that the Foundation has provided funding for multi-projects across the province. $100 000 has been awarded to 
support projects in Guelph, London, Ottawa and Prince Edward County.  We are especially proud, of course, that our small 
rural District was successful in its grant application!  

The project in Prince Edward County involves a partnership among Prince 
Edward Community Care for Seniors Association, the PEC Fire 
Department, the PE detachment of the OPP, Hastings-Quinte Paramedic 
Services, Rural Mail Couriers (CUPW), Public Libraries of PEC and the PE 
Family Health Team. 

With the help of these partners, isolated seniors will be identified and 
invited to participate in a series of presentations at nine municipal halls 
and the Community Care office. Students will be engaged at the 
presentations to participate in the social time. The community partners 
will be evaluating and promoting programs such as the Mail Couriers 
Alert Program and the Home Alone Program, formerly managed by the 
OPP. 

“Social isolation is a major contributor to poor health of older adults,” 
says Joanne Murphy. That is why it is a priority area for us to fund local 
community projects with potential to be replicated in other communities 
across Canada.” 

The Executive of District 19 RTO/ERO is very pleased to support this 
important local demonstration project, which will show how community 
agencies and volunteers can work together to improve the lives of 
seniors, not only in Prince Edward/Hastings but in other RTO/ERO districts as well. The project also serves to demonstrate 
for members at the local district level the value of the decision made by the Senate in 2011 to establish the Foundation.   
A Foundation which all of us can support with charitable donations! 

 

Margaret Werkhoven, left, representing the 
Retired Teachers of Ontario Foundation, 
presents $25,000 to Debbie MacDonald 

Moynes, executive director of The Prince 
Edward County Community Care 

for Seniors Association. 
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A thought provoking read…  Beyond Banksters: Resisting the New Feudalism  

by Joyce Nelson, Watershed Sentinel, Books, 164 pages, 2016  

Grandchildren! Do you love them? Give them back their future – read this book. The truth in this book puts fiction to 
shame. Hard hitting, well researched, succinct, fast paced, Beyond Banksters lays bare the usually well hidden  world of 
Canadian and international bankers. Want to know how to disentangle the web of banks buying up and 
privatizing Canada's public assets? Read Beyond Banksters and learn about the central players and their 
cozy relationship with governments and international fraudsters.  So says Gordon Laxer, author of   After 
the Sands: Energy and Ecological security for Canadians.  
John Stauber (weapons of Mass Deception) says it “exposes the hidden-in-plain-view takeover of Canada 
by a global elite and their banksters ... a reality that politicians and mainstream media spin and hide.  
Read carefully and question the action and relationships being described here.   
Joel Bakan, professor of law UBC, says that this book “is a powerful and chilling investigation into an 
emerging oligarchy of bankers and corporations.”  
 

The Bank of Canada was created in 1938. It funded, the Trans Canada Highway, The Seaway, universities, 
hospitals, seaports, as well as many other infrastructure projects at near zero percent interest. The use of Our Bank of 
Canada was “discontinued” in 1974 in favour of lending from private banking sources. The cost since then to service our 
“external debt“ at compound interest has been 1.8 trillion and at a current yearly rate to Canada of 60 billion dollars.  
Would you knowingly accept an agreement like this? 
A citizen's group, the Committee on Monetary and Economic Reform, COMER is petitioning the Supreme Court to have the 
Bank reinstated. Our government is blocking the move. One may ask why?  
Giant global investors such as The Bank of America, Goldman Sachs, and others are buying up “the real economy” - 
existing airports, seaports, roads, electricity and water facilities. These are to provide them with long term profits at the 
expense of the public, who paid for them. This takeover was recognized by Alessio Rastani, a market trader, who stated on 
the BBC: “Governments don't rule the world. Goldman Sachs rules the world.” 
A false message from the financial world stated in The Globe and Mail that there are only three ways to reduce debt; raise 
taxes, slash public spending or sell off public assets - as is presently being done with Hydro One in Ontario.   
We could tell them about The Bank of Canada but that would only spoil their game.  Trade Deals like CETA , and TPP, if 
ratified will prevent our use of  the Bank of Canada and therefore close our way out of perpetual debt to the foreign 
bankers. Our government is intending to ratify. Iceland has taken successful action in turning aside this financial assault. 
We can too if you become informed.   READ THIS BOOK!    Review by: Lionel Enright  

Stratford Trip September 19 and September 20, 2017  
Last Chance to book this trip. The closing date is July 31, 2017.   Please book through Franklin Tours before July 31, 2017. 

Although this is trip sponsored by RTO it is open to all, friends and family. 

The plans and itinerary for the Stratford trip are as follows:  Tuesday, September 19, 2017.  
 Leave Belleville 10:00 a.m.   Stop on the way for lunch, you are responsible for lunch we usually stop for lunch at exit 410.  
 Arrive in Stratford between 2:00 and 3:00 p.m. Check into the Festival Inn.   Dinner at Festival Inn 
 Go to the evening performance of the musical, H.M.S. Pinafore at the Avon Theatre. 
Wednesday, September 20, 2017   
Breakfast at the Festival Inn.  Free morning to explore Stratford - the bus is available to take you downtown. 
Lunch at the Festival Theatre before the afternoon performance.   
Afternoon performance of  Guys and Dolls at The Festival Theatre. 
Leave Stratford after the afternoon performance. The usual supper stop is at the Swiss Chalet in Milton.   
You are responsible for meals on the way home.   Arrive in Belleville around 8:00 p.m.  
Cost:  Single (one person to a room ) $599.00         Double (two people to a room  2 beds) $499.00 each 
           *Triple (three people to a room  2 beds ) $479.00 each             *Quad ( four people to a room 2 beds) $ 459.00 each  
* Please note there are only 2 beds in the room, in the triple and quad rooms you will be sharing with your room mates. 
A deposit of $100.00 for each person is required to hold your place. 
The cost includes per person, transportation provided by Franklin Coach Lines, 1 night accommodation at Festival Inn 
Stratford, 1 dinner, 1 breakfast, 1 lunch, and 1 ticket for the H.M.S Pinafore and 1 ticket for Guys and Dolls and all taxes. 
This trip must be booked through Franklin Tours. To book this trip or for more information call Franklin Tours at 613-966-
7000 or 1-800-267-2183 or email at office@franklintours.com or you can stop by the office at 305 Bell Blvd, Belleville.  
Please be sure to mention to Franklin Tours that this is the RTO trip. 
Trip Cancellation and Trip Interruption insurance is not included in the price but is available through Franklin Tours at the 
time of booking. RTO trip cancellation does not cover in province cancellation.  
TICO #Wholesale #1157992   TICO  # Retail #1156996   Thanks everyone for supporting our RTO trips.         Michael Roberts 

mailto:office@franklintours.com


RTO AGM May 25, 2017  
RTO STRATEGIC PLAN 2020 

Strategic Goal - Be the trusted voice for the broader education community.  
Strategic Goal - Improving the lives of members and seniors. 
Strategic Goal - Broaden the membership base. 

If you weren't there here's some of what you 
missed….. 

Winner of the Project Service to Others award - 
Quinte Education Museum & Archives  

Entertainment - Dan Kennedy 

Delicious meal - yummy dessert 

Good conversation - connecting with new retirees 
and some long time friends as well 

Various interest groups put up displays 

Keynote Speaker - Project 2020 - 
Jim Grieves Executive Director 

RTO  


